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Some friendly Gan on the HrsTory of = 
- ROGER, and a Dedication on a-Dedication, "} 
with ſeveral curious inſtructions 1 in on Art of 
PoLITICAL Lyino;” CE 4.385 
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Then hear an old experienc'd Simmer 
Infiruting thus a young Beginner. Swift. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T H E following Letter, together with 
ſome other Papers relative to the Sub- 
ject of it, was found near a Bookſeller's Shop 
in Dame-ſireet, not far from the Caſtle Gate; 
the Names of the Writer, and the Perſon to 
whom it is directed, are ſuppreſs'd thro? a 
Tenderneſs, which is by no means their Due; 
and the preſent Title with the Motto was af- 
fix d to it y the Editor. If the Author of the 
ſcurrilous Pieces herein animadverted upon, 
continues to lye on in Print at his uſual, ſhame. 
leſs Rate, his Name ſhall be expoſed in the 
ſame publick Manner, and all thoſe Artifices 
laid open, whereby he and his Partizans, have 
hitherto conſpired to wound the Characters 
of ſoi ae of the moſt eminent, and deſerving 

Perſors in the Kingdom, | 


A 2 . A LES 


LETTERof ADVICE. 


FROM AN 


Old Party - Writer | 


Novics in the TRADE. 


Dre ar SIR, | 
s you were pleas'd to compliment 
me ſome Time ago on my Skill 

and Experience in Political Writ- 
ing, and to deſire not only my 
Opinion of what you had alrea- 
dy publiſh'd, but all my Di- 
rections concerning what you further intended 
to publiſh, of that Kind, I then ſent you my 
8 A 3 Thoughts 
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| (6). 

Thoughts on both theſe Heads, with that 
Freedom which our particular Friendſhip al- 
lows, and the importance of the Buſineſs we 
are both engaged in requires. But (to ſay 
nothing of your Neglect of my Inſtructions 
in other material Points) all my Cautions in 
the Article of Political Lying ſeem to have 
been -quite overlooked or miſtaken by you in 
your two laſt Pamphlets; altho', together with 
my own beſt Reflections, I had furniſh'd you 
with an Abſtra&t of an excellent Treatiſe on 
that nice Subject; fo that I am under ſome 
Apprehenſion, that your intemperate Zeal in 
calumniating our Enemies (which is ſo flagrant 
in thoſe Pamphlets) may, in the End, turn 
out to their Advantage, and even to the Dif- 
* 10 our own Party. 


I 8 ee with you and our ir Author, 
that © the Art of convincing People of ſa- 
* Intary Falſhoods for ſome good End is ve- 
< ry often uſeful; that, as our Government 
«© has a Mixture of [Democratical =... 
„ ſo the Right of- - inventing and ſpreading 
e thoſe F — is partly in the People, 
c that their obſtinate Adherence .to this Juſt 
„ Priviledge has been moſt conſpicuous; and 
* ſhined with great Luſtre for ſome Time 
1 i iſt ; that it happens very often that they 

ave no other Means left to pull down a 

« and Government they ate w 9553 
% of, but by exerciſing this het undoubted 
6 2 t; that abundance of Political ＋ by 
& ſte Sign of true * that as — 

6 ſters 


62 
C ſters do fometimes uſe Tools to ſupport their 
„Power, it is but reaſonable the People 
& ſhou'd uſe the ſame Weapon to defend them - 
“ ſelves, and pull them down.” All this, I 
ſay, I perfectly agree with you in, but am 
ſurprized that one who ſeems to be well ver⸗ 
ſed in the Theory of this moſt uſeful Art, 
ſhould have committed ſuch groſs Miſtakes 
in the Practice of it, as you have viſibly done, 
both in your Hiſtory of Roger, and your Dedi- 
cation on Dedication ; for, regardleſs of that 
fundamental Maxim, which our Author has ſo 
plainly laid down, „That the ill Succeſs of 
« Political Lyes is frequently owing. to the 
« Vender's Glutting the Market, and retail- 
« ing too much of a bad Commodity at once, 
(as when there is too great a Quantity of 
„ Worms *tis hard to catch Gudgeons.“) 
You have ſtuffed thoſe Pieces with ſo many, 
and ſuch glaring, Untruths, as are fitter ta 
ſet off a tawdry Romance, than to ſtir up 
Diſſention in the Minds of the moſt Credu- 
lous of any People; and I can't help recom- 
mending to your moſt ſerious Conſideration 
the Scheme of our inimitable Author for re- 
covering your Credit upon this Occaſion Chow» 
ever difficult it may ſeem to you, and even 
oppolite to our general Plan) namely, That 
you ſhould endeavour all you can to write 
„ nothing but Truth in your next Pamphlet, 
* by which means you may chance to get 
Credit for all the Lyes which you ſhall 
« print and publiſh thro* the whole enſuing 


„Winter.“ 
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There is another Rule among thoſe of our 
Author, and a Fundamental one too, with re- 
ſpect to Characters, which you ſeem to have 
entirely overlook'd or deſpis'd ; that Rule directs, 
Firſt, That Detractory or Defamatory Lyes, 
& ſhould not be quite oppoſite to the Talents, 
„ r good Qualities, which the Perſons belied 
„ are allowed to poſleſs,” and Secondly, © That 
«© when you wou'd aſcribe to Perſons any Me- 
„ rit, which does not belong to them, the 
„ Lye ought to be fo calculated, as not to ap- 
& pear contradictory to their known Vices,” 
and © for want of due Attention (adds he) to this 


8 


„Rule many an uſeful Lye has proved abortive - 


„ and ſhort lived.“ But how abſurdly have you 
erred againſt the firſt Part of, by imputing to 
his Ge the D- E of *D t (a) 
Miſconduct, Timidity, and a Fondneſs for corrupt 
Popularity? to (5) JI d 6 e Ar- 
rogance of Spirit and Petulance of Tongue ? to 
his G e the L d P e (c) Ty- 


ranny, and ſuſpected Principles? and to the late 


r G I (4) Ignorance in Archi- 
tecture, and a deſign to pillage the People? and 
how imprudently have you broken thro? the lat- 
ter Part of this Golden Rule, by extolling your 
Patrons with ſuch bare-faced Partiality ? eſpeci- 
ally by praiſing the (e) Exciſeman for Roping 

| ls 


(a) Dedic. on Ded. 

( 18. 

(e 16. | 

d) Hiſtory of Roger. Ded. on Ded. 
e See Hiſt, of Roger, 


(9) 

his Books clean, a thing to him manifeſtly im- 
poſſible if ever he touches them at all with his 
polluted Hands. Beſides your celebrating ſo 
conſiderable a Partizan of ours, for cleanneſs of 
any kind, who is infamous for Corruption, and 
an infinity of other Vices, quite annihilates all 
your Encomiums on the other Heroes of our 
Party, and even turns them into Lampoons. 


T will allow indeed, that a Proof-lye is 
ſometimes expedient ; a Proof-lye, you know, is 
deſigned like a Proof-Charge for a Piece of 
Ordnance, to try a Standard-Credulity ; and 
perhaps, as your Hiſtory of Roger (in which 
theſe Lyes are vented) was your firſt remark- 
able Eſſay in Political Writing, you was only 
making trial of the Credulity of your Rea- 
ders by ſuch Swingers, that you might be 
able to judge to what heighth you might 
charge them afterwards ; if that was your 
View, I doubt not but you will profit more by 
your own luckleſs Experiment, than you have 
done by my Inſtructions, 


I venerate as much as you the renowned 
Spirit of the Lucaſians ! nay, I clearly . perceive 
(how much ſoever ſome would conceal it) our 
ſteady Concurrence with them in ſupport of 
Independency. Do we not tread in all their moſt. 
dangerous Footſteps ? are we not acting over 
again the ſame Farce of Liberty, which we fo 
lately exploded in them, with the Advantage 
of infinitely more ſhining, and illuſtrious Ac- 

| tors, 


tors, than any they could ever boaſt of? thus, 
if a low-bred Apothecary among them dared to 
lay before his Majeſty, Complaints and Re- 
monſtrances againſt his Miniſters here, with an 
humble Requeſt to have them removed _ | 


the Government, has not a moſt noble P 
of our- Party, delivered into the King's 2 
Hands, an account of Grievances equally cer- 
tain and oppreſſive, and modeſtly deſired the 
ſame Redreſs of them? if Lucas, I ſay, has 
inſulted his Majeſty's Vicegerent in printed 
Papers diſperſed among the People, have not 
you, my Friend, done the ſelf ſame thing, and 
in a much higher Degree, in | your Dedication on 
Dedication ? | | 


But let us conſider for a Moment, what 
was the Conduct of our preſent Patrons to- 
wards theſe their Lucaſian Brethren in a late 
critical Conjuncture? why ſome of the wiſeſt 
and moſt powerful among them found it ne- 
ceſſary to declare, in all Companies, that Lu- 
cas himſelf, their admir'd Principal, was a pub- 
lick Slanderer and Incendiary; that he ought 
to be baniſhed the Society of honeſt Men, 
and confin'd in Newgate for his daring Pre- 
ſumption. What then have not you and I to 
fear from theſe Patriots, in Caſe a like Panick 
Thould ſeize them on ſome ſuch future Emer- 
gency 2? you in particular, who have gone ſuch 
vaſt Lengths beyond him in Calumny, and 
Defamation ; and have even threatned the 
D———e of Os with hoſtile (f ) Oppoſi- 
tion. | 
| I can 
oa ) See Dedication on Dedication. 
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I can eaſily admit, that the Comminatory, 
or threatning Lye given Face to Face, and 
daſhed, as it were, in the ' Teeth of a Perſon 
of his Grace's exalted Station, would be an 
indubitable Proof of Courage in a Writer of 
any Party; but when vented- by an anonymous 
Author, and at {© great a Diſtance, as your 
Menace of hoſtile Oppoſition was, I cannot 
help telling you, that it betrays too much of 
the Daſtardly Spirit of a Bully, which ever 
ſhrinks and is ſcared, at the near Approach of 
the threatned Object. I tremble therefore to 
think, what will become of you, and our pre- 
ſent Patrons, when his Grace ſhall arrive a- 
mong us, armed with Power, and Reſolution, 
to Silence what he will certainly deem factious 
Clamour, and, on Pretence of chaſtiſing Inſo- 
lence, Injuſtice, and Calumny, quite overturn 
and deſtroy our darling Independency. 


"Tis true, I did ever moſt cordially exhort 
you - to ſupport that glorious Cauſe;. and no 
doubt, my Example has added Force to my 
Exhortations; but can you therefore blame 
me for cautioning you at preſent againſt ſuffer- 
ing your Zeal for it, to get the better entirely 
of your Diſcretion ? for my Part, I never take 
up a Pen in its Defence, without conſidering 
that I my ſelf am not yet Independent; or 
without having before my Eyes the Fear of thoſe 
very Laws which J am endeavouring to ſubvert. 


In the Name of Faction then, let us lye on 
| bold- 


(12) 
boldly for the Common Good ; but, for our own 
private Safety, let us lye with ſome Cauti- 
ON. 


Without Flattery to either of us, it may be 
ſaid, that both your Pen and Mine have done 
ſome Service, and no Diſcredit, to the Cauſe 
we are engaged in; what Prejudice therefore 
muſt not that Cauſe ſuffer, ſhould ſo neceſſary a 
Weapon be wreſted out of our Hands, thro? our 
own unſkilful, or unſeaſonable uſe of it? I will 
not alarm you with my own (I hope groundleſs) 
Apprehenſions; but you cannot be ignorant, 
that unexpected Changes frequently happen in 
Parties of all Denominations ; and who knows 
but, upon a Defeat, or Defection among our 
Friends next Winter (which, you muſt allow me, 
is poſſible at leaſt) we may be offered up as Vic- 
tims by them to avert the threatned Anger of 
the Government from themſelves ? in that Caſe, 
a Goal, the Whip, or the Pillory, will certainly 
be the final Reward of all our Lucubrations! 


To prevent ſuch Miſchief and Diſgrace ariſing 
from any Patriotic Falſhoods, which you may 
hereafter Publiſh, I recommend to your ſerious 
and attentive Peruſal, our Author's moſt admira- 
ble Scheme for Political Lying; and the better 
to imprint it on your Memory, I will here inſert 
the chief Heads of it, together with ſome Rules, 
to which I defire you to have Recourſe on all fu- 
ture Occaſions, 

After 
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After having propoſed the inviting all the ſmal- 
ler Corporations of Lyars into one Society, he 
proceeds in this Manner, 


Firſt, He thinks, that this Society ought to 
conſiſt of the Leading Men of the Party of all 
Profeſſions; and that no Lye ought to paſs cur- 
rent without their Approbation ; they being the 
beſt Judges of the preſent Exigencies, and what 
fort of Lyes are demanded, 


Secondly, That Decency and Probability, 
ought to be preſerved as much as poſſible. 


Thirdly, That in the Society's outer Room, 
there ought always to attend ſome Perſons endow- 
ed with a great Stock of -Credulity (a Gene- 
ration that thrives mightily in this Soil and Cli- - 
mate) who are to circulate what the others coin : 
Becauſe no Man ſpreads a Lye with fo good a 
Grace as he that believes it. | | 


Fourthly, That the Rule of the Society be, to 
invent a Lye, and ſometimes two for every Day ; 
in the Choice of which, great Regard ought to . 


— had to the Weather, and the Seaſon of the 


Fifthly 
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Fifthly, That terrifying Lyes do * well 
in November and December, but not fo well in 
May or June, unleſs the Eaiterly Winds reign. 


Sixthly, That a Kalendar of Lies ought to be 
eſtabliſhed for every Monch; and that it onght 
to be Penal for any Body to talk of any tang 
but the Lye of the Day. PE 


Seventhly, That the Society is to maintain a 
ſufficient Number of Spies at Court, and 
other Places, to furniſh Hints and Topicks 
for Invention; and a general Correſpondence 
in all the Market-tow ns for 2 8 their 


| ens * 


+ * + 


Eighthly, That if wa one of the Society ſhall 
be obſerved to 'blaſh, or look out of Counte- 
nance, or want a neceſſary Circumſtance in tell- 
ing a Lye, he muſt be immediately expelled 
the Society, and declared incapable. 


Beſides the Roaring Lyes, our Author thinks 
; hve ought to 'be a private Committee for 
W Men conftituted 0 the ableſt Men of the 
Society. He warns the Heads of Parties a- 
gainſt believing their own Lyes, which may 
prove of pernicious Conſequence, as they may 


regulate 


e 


Mm c a kr. © 


QT ys == 


| beſides a ſtrong Bent and Inclination towards 
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regulate their own Affairs upon them. The 


Cauſe of Men's believing their own Lyes he 
takes to be too great a Zeal and Intenſeneſs 
in the Practice of this Art, and a vehement 
Heat in mutual Converſation, - whereby they 
perſuade one another that what they wiſh and 
report to be true is really ſo. 


There are ſeveral other very curious Particu- 


lars in this Writer concerning the Celerity and 


Duration of Lyes. As to the Celerity of their 
Motion, he ſays it's almoſt incredible; he gives 
ſeveral Inſtances of Lyes that have gone faſter 
than a Man can ride Poſt, Your terrifying Lyes 
travel at a prodigious Rate, above ten Miles 
an Hour“. Your Whiſpers move in a nar- 


row Vortex, but very ſwiftly, As to the Du- 


ration of Lyes, he ſays they are of all Sorts, 
from Hours and Days, to Ages; that there 
are ſome which, like your Inſects, die and 
revive again in a different Form; that good 
Artiſts, like People that build upon a ſhort 


| Leaſe, will calculate the Duration of a Lye ſure- 


ly to anſwer their Purpoſe, to laſt juſt as long, 
and no longer, than the Turn is ſerved. 


I ſhall conclude this Letter by deſiring you 
to caution our Patrons againſt retaining ſuch 
Scoundrels, and Men of low Genius, to retail 
their Lyes in Print, as the Exciſeman, and 
ſome others I cou'd name, who bring an Odi- 
um on any Party they engage in; and who, 


the 
* Witneſs the laſt Letter from the Killenzy Aﬀlizes, 
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8 Profeſiion, ſeem to be wholly ignorant of | 
the Rules of Political Lying, and not at al! 
HN me ſo wergnty a Truſt. Lam, EA 


4 
a 5 Dear Sir, 
Sept. 21ſt, 1753 | Yours, &c. 
U M 62 
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